
Workshop for parents and carers -
Reading



What today will cover
▪Phonics and a brief guide on how we teach it

▪Reading fluency

▪Reading comprehension



Phonics is a way of teaching reading and word recognition 
through building relationships between the sounds and 

letters found in the English language. 



Each letter in the alphabet makes a 
single sound. 

Some sounds are made using more 
than one letter, for example:

ch

sh

ph

When we reading using phonics, we 
segment (break) a word into its sounds.



Once we have segmented a word into 
its most simple sounds, we can begin to 

put it all together (blending).

The stages in blending include:

Remembering the sounds

Maintaining the correct order

Building a flow between the sounds



We use the Read, Write Inc. scheme of 
phonics. 

In this scheme, sounds are split into 
sets that are progressive and taught in 

order.

This allows a range of sounds to be 
taught fluently without becoming 

overwhelmed with new information. 

This also means that books are targeted 
to be a suitable level whilst learning 

new sounds, focusing on them and still 
giving practice to previously covered 

sounds.



Sound Sets:

Set 1:

Mostly single letter sounds, and a few 
simple two-letter sounds

Set 2:

These are all two-letter sounds, mostly 
long sounds

Set 3:

Introduction to split-diagraph sounds

To support memorization of the sounds, 
they have been assigned rhymes and 
images that are used in each phonics 

session in school.



Books:

Books in Read, Write Inc. are banded by 
colour. 

Each colour is linked to a part of either 
a Sound Set or a follow on to develop 

reading.

On the front cover, it details which 
sound will be covered most 

prominently to support sound 
recognition and use.

This is great to see which sounds each 
child has a good recognition of.



Structure:

Sound Recap

Introduction of New Sound

Reading (Including New Sounds)

Questioning About Book

Writing Using New Sound (Supported 
by Book)

Home with Paired Book Bag Book



Phonics at home:

Parent guide to Read Write Inc. 
Phonics | Oxford Owl

Read Write Inc. offer a range of 
resources that can be used at home 

alongside your Book Bag Book. 

These include sound cards, sound 
activities, letter formation sheets and 

addition free e-books.

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-oxford-levels/read-write-inc-phonics-guide/?msclkid=fd29ce67cf0411eca5d283989d99584f


Further than just phonics…

Each book at school contains question 
to support:

Comprehension

Retrieval

Book Use and Navigation



Fluency in Reading   



What is Fluency?

Fluency in reading is the 
ability to read a text 

without overt sounding out 
and blending. 

It relies on the child having 
a good level of word 

recognition and the ability 
to include expression in 

their reading. 

This leads to accuracy and 
smoothness in their 

reading.

Fluent readers do not have 
to concentrate on decoding 
the words, they can focus 

their attention on what the 
text means. 

Fluent reading is described 
as ‘sounding like speech—
smooth, effortless, but not 

‘as fast as you can.’



Why is it important?

Fluency is the critical bridge between word recognition and comprehension. 

Children who read orally with good expression are more likely to comprehend 
deeply what they are reading when they are reading independently.

It is important for learning in all subjects to understand information. 

How often do children appear to be reading independently but without much 
comprehension of what is being read? 



What does it look like?

They read aloud effortlessly and with expression

Their reading sounds natural, as if they are speaking. 

When they read silently, they recognise words automatically. 

They group words quickly to help them gain meaning from what they read.

They can make connections among the ideas in the text and their background 
knowledge.

They recognise words and comprehend at the same time.



How to develop Fluency 
Secure understand of the phonics sounds and the ability to blend

Lots of Reading! 

Repetitive reading of the same books

Mirrored reading or Joint reading

Continue to develop this skill as your child moves through school

Subtitles



Something to remember 
Not all children have a natural love of reading – find the things that interest them. 
Game instructions, magazines… anything that gets them reading.

In Reception and Year 1, the children bring home books from the library, and these are 
books for pleasure and should be read in a way that is enjoyable and a shared 
experience at home.

Getting the children to read in everyday life, such as when you go shopping, signs, 
recipes etc gives the child real life experience in why and how reading is so important!

And as Dr Seuss famously said… 





Reading strategies
Sight reading

Shapes of words

Comprehension of the sentence to know the word

Combination of the sentence and other strategies

Analogy – letter patterns 

Picture cues

* Self correction







Comprehension does not 
refer to reading itself 
but, rather, to the way in 
which we make sense of 
words, sentences and the 
wider language we hear 
or read.



When we read we:

• activate prior knowledge predict

• ask and answer questions of the text

• construct mental images (visualisation)

• sequence the text mentally

• make deductions and inferences

• summarise

• empathise

• give a personal response

• understand vocabulary and grammatical structures



Reception

Early Learning Goals

Children listen attentively in a range of situations. They listen to 
stories, accurately anticipating key events and respond to what they 
hear with relevant comments, questions or actions. They give their 
attention to what others say and respond appropriately, while 
engaged in another activity.

Children follow instructions involving several ideas or actions. They 
answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about their experiences and in 
response to stories or events



1a draw on 
knowledge of 
vocabulary to 
understand 
texts

1b identify / 
explain key 
aspects of 
fiction and 
non-fiction 
texts, such as 
characters, 
events, titles 
and 
information

1c identify and 
explain the 
sequence of 
events in texts

1d make 
inferences 
from the text

1e predict 
what might 
happen on the 
basis of what 
has been read 
so far

Comprehension in Key Stage One



How to help at home:

• https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/

• Ask questions about what you’ve just read

• Make the book come alive! 

• Enjoy the time reading together – it’s 
magical!

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/



